WELFORD BUTCHERS 
= AND DELI = 


NEWS FROM THE BLOCK 


Christmas Orders Now Being Taken 


Local Free Range: Scottish Beef: 


Turkeys 472+ kg Sirloin 

Turkey Crowns Carvery Ribs 
Boneless Turkey Breasts Topside 

Geese 5kg to 6kg Fillet 

Ducks 3kg to 3’2kg 

Cockerels 4kg to 6kg Our Own Made: 
Chickens 2’2kg to 3’2kg Sausages 

Duck Breasts Sausage meat 


Pigs in Blankets 
Gammon to Cook Pork Pies 
Cooked Meats 
Selection of Local Cheeses 
Pate Bowls 


William and Colin would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


01789 751566 


Chapel St, Welford-on-Avon, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8PX 


WELCOME 


Back in Issue 3 we published a piece on the Welford Millennium Project (the 
land on either side of the road as you enter the village, before the river and the 
bridge) and how it is kept looking so good to serve as an attractive entrance to 
our village. This month we are pleased to have been sent an article on the 
history of the project from Joy Frey, a former resident and chair of the parish 
council at the time the site was chosen. I hope you enjoy it. 

We have included a summary of some of the many topics that have been 
posted on the magazine’s sister Facebook site, not least because the site now 
has a total of 535 followers and at one point attracted nearly 2,000 views for a 
single post. This was for an item on the traffic chaos the village experienced 
following the closure of the Clifford Road for urgent gas mains work and the 
re-direction of traffic through Welford. 

With Lockdown 2 underway as I write, we are once again appreciative of all our regular contributors for 
keeping everyone up to date with what’s been going on within their societies, clubs etc during these unusual 
times. Also to our County and District Councillors for their comprehensive reports on some of the things that 
they have been involved with. The village has just paid its respects to the fallen in the two World Wars on this 
year’s day of Remembrance. We are grateful for an article from Welford School on how the children poignantly 
captured the mood in three poems. 

It’s always essential to support our local businesses but with the current situation we find ourselves in — 
lockdowns, restrictions and the rest — it is especially important to use the services we have on our doorstep. 
Whether it’s the Maypole Stores, the Welford Butcher and Deli, Welford Garage, our pubs providing a take- 
away service or any of our other local businesses, please bear in mind that they are there for us so let’s be there 
for them. Finally, on behalf of all the Welford Matters team I wish you and your families a happy, safe and 
peaceful Christmas. It is traditionally a season of hope and this year we add to the list the hope that, after these 
strange and worrying months, we will see us all return to something we recognise as normality in 2021. 
Richard 


Thanks to my friends and neighbours 
Dates for 2020/2 1 I would like to thank all my friends and neighbours in 


Deadline Publication Hunt Hall Lane for their kindness given to me since I lost 


Issue for articles & Distribution my dear husband, Michael. It was such a support to me for 
neighbours to stand in the lane and watch the funeral car 
#27 (Jan/Feb) 17:00, 8 Jan 23/24 Jan pass by. The collection raised as donations for Alveston 
Leys Nursing Home was £273.74. Many thanks to all. 
#28 (Mar/Apr)  17:00,5 Mar 20/21 Mar Also, my thanks go to Heaven Scent Flowers for the 
lovely family wreath and to The Shakespeare Inn for the 
#29 (May/Jun) 17:00, 7 May 22/23 May lovely buffet provided. 
Brenda Porter 
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GreenThumb 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 


Want the best lawn ever? 


What we do: 


Prices from 
As lawn care experts we apply bespoke, seasonal treatments to keep 
your lawn continually nourished and weed free. Whatever the size or e4 5* 
condition, we ensure that every lawn receives the love and attention 


it deserves per treatment 


Find out more and visit greenthumb.co.uk/treatments 


Who are GreenThumb: 


As pioneers in British lawn care, we are the UK’s largest and most recommended provider with 
millions of treatments taking place across the UK every year. With over 30 years of experience, you 
can rely on us to provide your lawn with the very best care 


For a FREE lawn analysis call 01869 345335 or email banbury@greenthumb.co.uk 


“Based on a lawn size up to 40m? greenthumb.co.uk Ei J 


It has been fantastic to be allowed to 
meet again through September and 
October. Despite the many extra 
regulations we have had to adhere to, 
Welford Brownies have enjoyed 6 
weeks of outdoor meetings and it has 
been so uplifting to see the girls 
having fun with their friends again — 
and it stayed dry! 

We can only have half the pack at 
a time but we’ve still had great 
adventures. The girls have built zip 
lines for their cuddly toys; followed 
woodcraft trails finding owls along 
the way; toasted toffee apple slices; 
and sung round the campfire. 

Our annual trip to Oversley Hill 


Forest School was as popular as ever. 


The Brownies used a saw to make a 
wood cookie; played in the mud 
kitchen; and built dens in the trees. 
Thank you to Amy & Sophie for 
running this for us. 

The simplest things bring great 
pleasure, and jumping in the moving 


Community 


torch beams was a very enjoyable 
game in the dark — as well as keeping 
us all warm! 

We have been joined by 4 new 
Brownies this term, so welcome to 
Elizabeth, Lacey, Chloe & Esme. 

As I write this, we are currently 
moving back to virtual meetings due 
to the second lockdown, but 
hopefully our plans to meet again 
indoors will happen soon. 
Margaret Formby 


Brownies is for girls aged 7-10 who 
want to build friendships, learn new 
skills, help the community, 
and above all have FUN! 


Welford Brownies meet on Thursday 
evenings from 6-7.30pm in Welford 
Primary school hall. 


The pack is currently full, but girls 
can join the waiting list for places 
that will become available from 
Easter 2021. 


Interested? 


Then visit girlguiding.org.uk to 
register 
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OL 3 Bespoke soft furnishings 
Pe. established 1990 


Luxurious & Elegant 


Established in 1990 Finishing Touches has been providing clients in Warwickshire and the 
surrounding counties with the very best in soft fumishings for nearly 30 years, 
Our attention to detail, personal service and handpicked suppliers means no matter what 
your style or decorating taste we will be able to make you the cushions, curtains or 
upholstery to give you c room that is your very own bespoke space. 


Consultation 


We start with c meeting where we discuss your requirements, explore your space and 
get a thorough understanding of the style and feel you want from the room. Our quote 
and design advice Is free and you are under no obligation to proceed. Fabric and 
materials samples can be provided before commencing on any work. 


Production & Installation 


All soft furnishings are produced in our Warwickshire studio where we over see every 
aspect of production and ensure every item is finished to our own high standards, Our 
team then fit and install your items completing our full, bespoke service. 


Contact Us 
®finishing-touches.info 01789 75 


fo & #F 


+ finishing-tor 


Pre-loved fashion 
to buy or sell 


LL. Fp 
the % 
wardrobe 


Our opening times are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 10.00am-4.00pm 


Call us on 01789 750551 
or visit us online at 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


The Old Post Office, Church Lane, 
Welford on Avon, Warwickshiré 


Find us on 


Facebook 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 


Counters 


Accounts 
Chartered 


Management 
Accountants 


Taxation 

Management Accounts 
Planning & Budgeting 
Making Tax Digital 


CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Cloud Accounting 
Bookkeeping & VAT 

Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 
Business Start Up 

TAG Financial Planning 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 


{~ 


BCM’S CHRISTMAS 


*TOY-LINK? 


Many thanks to all who supported the church’s Harvest 
Collection for Birmingham City Mission Foodbank. Your 
donations have made a big difference to people 
experiencing financial hardship. There is now another 
opportunity to support BCM in their work. Every 

Christmas Birmingham City Mission gives gifts to 
thousands of children in the city. Many of these children 
would otherwise not receive Christmas presents. Thanks to 
the generosity of many, the BCM Christmas toy distribution 
to families in need has now been running for 50 years. 


DONATE A TOY 

Please can you help by buying a NEW (not second hand) 
gift for a child aged between 0-15 years? Please give toys 
unwrapped. BCM’s van will collect from Welford on 
Friday 4th December and Ian Grundy will be opening up St 
Peters church rooms on the Sunday 29th November from 
13:00 to 15:00 to receive the gifts. Please speak to Ian (Tel. 
750006) for further information. 

Or do it all online. Choose a gift from an online store 
and have it delivered straight to the BCM address (see the 
flyer to the right) or make a donation at give.net/toylink 


y 


Advent Windows 2020 


We're calling all across the communities of 
Welford and Weston on Avon, Quinton, Meon Vale and Long Marston to 
‘Light Up Lockdown’ 


Starting on the 1* December, decorate a street facing window in your house 
with a Christmas Carol theme and bring some 
‘Festive Cheer’ to passers by. 


Post 4 picture of your window creativity on our Advent Windows 2020 
Facebook Group and let us know which community you are in. 


Go to: www.facebook.com/groups/adventwindows 
We'll then circulate the pictures on local community Facebook pages. 


Have a great Christmas from the ‘South Warwickshire Benefice’ group of churches: # 
Welford on Avon, Weston on Avon, Quinton, Meon Vale and Long Marston 


Community 


Every Christmas Birmingham City Mission provides gifts 
to around 3,000 children in our city. These children would 
otherwise not receive Christmas presents. Could you help 
by giving a gift fora child aged between 0-15 years? Please 
give new toys (unwrapped). 

The following are a few ideas to help you: 
Babies 0-18 months — handheld toys, feeding dishes & 
spoons, building cups, small soft toys (from birth), stacking 
& teething rings. Toys to shake, touch & feel. No hand- 
knitted toys. 
Toddlers (under 3s) — stacking rings, wooden jigsaws, 
small pull along toys, shape sorters 
Boys/Girls (4-7s) — games, books, cars, trucks, dolls, 
jewellery 
Boys/Girls (8-10s) — games, hats, gloves, suitable toiletries, 
books, annuals (dated for the coming year) 
Teenagers (10-15yrs) — Boys: footballs, football pumps, 
football books (not for a specific team), rucksacks, socks, 
gloves, hats, games, dartboards (not metal darts), toiletries. 
No jigsaws please. 
Girls: toiletry sets, scarves, gloves, hats, socks, bags 
(suitable for teenagers), make up, nail polish, jewellery (no 
earrings for pierced ears), jewellery boxes, games, annuals 
(dated for the coming year). No jigsaws please. 
Thank you so much for your support on behalf of the Toy- 
Link team. 


Birmingham City Mission, The Clock Tower, 
2 Langdon Street, Birmingham B9 4BP 
0121 766 6603 
Registered Charity No. 1051023 
Company Limited by Guarantee Reg. No. 3112321 
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BUDGET) 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 


> | - @. y < | 
a uy * uh 
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Aggregates Site Waste 
& Topsoil Reports 


Skip Hire Site Tipping 
Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. 


Call today to see how our services can be 
custom made to benefit your business 


y 01386 841181 9 Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BUDG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


( sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 


Community Speed Watch 


How frustrating it is to find ourselves locked down again, 
as a result our group has decided to suspend activity until 
we are unlocked. 

We have tried to be particularly active over the past 
weeks when traffic volumes have increased dramatically. 
Over 800 vehicles an hour have been recorded as we 
monitored speed. We have found that the volumes 
resulted in the number of vehicles reported for exceeding 
the speed limit being reduced as queues formed behind 
vehicles respecting our village. 

The concern however with speed over the weeks is the 
number of “repeat offenders” with several vehicles being 
reported two or even three times. The worst case was 
however a vehicle being recorded twice in the same 
session. Every time I report on our activities I make the 
observation that we have to put out signs, and wear hi-vis 
so in so many ways it is difficult to believe such 
behaviour. 


We have had over the weeks several cases of abuse 
but at the same time considerable support. One supporter 
in chatting with us passed the comment he always knows 
where we are as soon as he sees the signs. We have five 
approved sites in the village all having been risk assessed 
by the Police. We are only allowed to monitor the traffic 
at these locations. We agree it would be so much better to 
be able to monitor the traffic randomly through the 
village and as a result improve our effectiveness. We 
have not resorted to the tactics of one of the other CSW 
teams who had the speed gun operator in a wheelie bin 
but at times it is tempting. 

Sitting here, writing this report, days into the new lock 
down traffic volumes have notably decreased however 
speed has not, it is increasing again. You may recall the 
late Peter Barnes suggested we occasionally park our cars 
on the road. At the same time we should encourage the 
numerous delivery vans to stay on the road rather than 
pulling on to the grass verges. Parked cars are a very 
effective traffic calming measure. 

If you wish to help the team please do not hesitate to 
contact me 
Ian Edwards 
01789750269 


Community 


Nosh and Natter Group 


Hello everyone and hope that you are adjusting to the new 
circumstances and keeping safe. 

Following the recent announcements from the 
Government, there was no indication when large 
gatherings may take place. So, I am unable to announce 
when our lunches may restart, or the Meon Tea and 
Chatter. 


TRIPS4U 

We can confirm that our summer holiday to Beaumaris, 
Isle of Anglesey, has been postponed to Monday 26th 
May - Friday 30th May 2021 so put the dates in your 
diary as this will be a lovely trip. 

Cost to stay at this hotel double is £75 per person per 
night and for single £95 per person per night. This 
includes Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. The cost of the coach 
will depend on how many people book. 

For rooms with a sea view etc there is no extra charge 
but they will be allocated on a first come basis. 


NOSH ON WHEELS 
This new venture was launched in October for Nosh and 
Natter members when Afternoon Tea was delivered by 
volunteers to the member’s house. This was a trial and 
proved to be very successful so we will continue to 
supply a hot meal over the next two months on the second 
Wednesday of the month between 12:30 and 1:30 pm. 
Whether this will continue after December’s Christmas 
Lunch will depend on the Government's Covid 19 
regulations. 
The team of volunteers and Isabel Slatter thank the 
members for all the messages of gratitude and praise. 


MEON VALE 

People who attended the “Hot Chocolate” table outside 
Londis Shop on Saturday October 31st wish to thank Jeet 
and Pam for their generosity in providing all the items for 
the hand-made special Halloween Hot Chocolate Drink. 
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Gardening 


LOCK-DOWN REFLECTIONS 


As I look out the window the garden 
is one of the few escapes available 
just now. It is time to bring in all 
those wonderful succulents that so 
enjoyed the hot summer. Agapanthus 
in pots also need to be kept dry 
(greenhouse, cold-frame, garage or 
cellar) particularly if they are in 
terracotta or stone pots or are wide- 
leafed varieties). Begonias need to be 
dried off and stored away from frost — 
but check them carefully for vine- 
weevils before you put them to bed. 
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Finally, feed wildlife and wonder at 
those brave flowers that blossom at 
this chilly time of year. 

Glenis Dyer 


Now is the time to spread the 
contents of your compost bin, to finish 
planting tulips, irises etc (daffodils 
should have been planted in 
September, but it is not too late to do 
them now). With most bulbs, 3 times 
their own depth is recommended, apart 
from nerines which should have their 
necks at soil level. Under-cover jobs 
are cleaning the greenhouse and, of 
course, cleaning and oiling your tools. 
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Heaven Seent 


Welford & Weston.on Avon Flowers For All Occasions 
Memori al Ha Il A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


Registered Charity No: 523032 


@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 
Charges for using the Memorial Hall @ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
@ Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 


Community use: @ Festive wreaths and gifts 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £30:00 
£10:00 


Each Additional Hour 


Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 


Altematively - by prior arrangement only - 
for sessions less than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


Commercial use: = 
Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £50:00 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 ( O VA 


Painting & Decorating Service 


To book the Hall 


please email No job too big or small 


welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com een ene 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-for-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're is | Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | 
a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect Fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to your home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 
a “ weekend. See the latest styles 
ir rShil anew with no obligation. Advice is free, 


b. measuring is free, and 


= expert fitting Which? 
is free* ee 
too! 
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Local History 


Barton Meadow 


Warwickshire: Historic ee Ree 


A talk by Ben Wallace, 29 January 2021 at 7:30 pm 


When you are describing to your friends why Welford is 
such a beautiful and historic village you may well give 
the obvious examples of St Peter’s church or the 
conservation area which contains 65 listed buildings, 
many of which are timber- framed thatched cottages or 
Binton Bridges, part of which dates from the 13th 
Century. 

However, the Historic Environment Record for the 
village and parish is much, much broader than this. 
Some of you may remember the fascinating History 
Society talk about the archaeological dig in the summer 
of 2015 which revealed an Iron Age pit alignment under 
what is now Barton Meadow (then known more 
prosaically as ‘Land Rear of Fairlea’). The Historic 
Environment Record also shows the remains of a Saxon 
settlement at Bank Farm near the golf course, a possible 
Roman Villa and medieval pottery found east of 
Headland Road. 

But hold — what is this Historic Environment Record 
that keeps being referred to? Ben Wallace is ideally 
placed to address this question. Ben is the Manager of 


ds in gues nel Welford 


a 
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Warwickshire County Council’s Historic Environment 
Record and will explain what exactly it is. His talk will 
explore what the ‘historic environment’ is, how 
information about it is recorded and presented, what data 
the Historic Environment Record holds, what sources are 
used to feed into it and just what kind of records and 
information is held for the Welford area. Ben will touch 
on a number of topics including large projects that have 
been carried out over the last few decades to enhance 
this record. Finally, Ben will explain how the data can be 
accessed and used, particularly at a local level, and there 
will be an opportunity to see the data live and ask Ben 
all about it. 

This talk will be available to members of the Local 
History Society via Zoom. To become a member of the 
Society please visit our website at 
welfordandweston.org.uk and click on the quick link to 
Membership. 

Annual membership costs only £5 per person and gives 
you access to a series of talks from September to March 
as well as an annual General Knowledge Quiz +Fish & 

Chip supper in April and a summer outing in June. 

You will be sure of a friendly welcome. 

Brad Plimmer 

Chairman, Welford and Weston Local History Society 


Iron Age Head discovered locally 
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WELFORD GARAGE 
Helena Bowyer 


K ie ] Footcare @ 


Service & Repairs (all makes) \ MEMBER OF 


L = THE SMAE INSTITUTE) 


Ag A full range of professional Foot Care 
Services are offered, including: - 


MOT ¢ Corn and Callus removal. + Fungal Nails 
¢ Nail problems. ¢ Skin Conditions. 
~ .N e Diabetic Foot Care. ¢ General treatment. 


Petrol Sales 


Surgery Open Monday to Thursday 


& TEL: 01789-614714 


Logs, Coal, Calor Gas 


WEB: www.the-bowyers.co.uk 


Opening hours 


Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm EMAIL: footcare@the-bowyers.co.uk 


Binton Road, Welford-on-Avon 
01789 750200 
www.welfordgarage.co.uk Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 9TE 


Old Police House, Evesham Road, Binton, 


l'elephone: 01789 750002 

mail: aspirebeauty@btconnect.com 
Email yirebeauty@btconnect.com 
Website: v 


Facet pirebeautyandhair 


ityandhair.com 


Aspire Beauty & Hair 


am: aspirebeautyhair 
We all deserve to be pampered and in this busy, 
stressful world, what better way to relax and unwind 

than a visit to Aspire Beauty & Hair Salon situated 

in the village of Welford on Avon 


High Street 

Welford on Avon 
Stratford upon Avon 
Warwickshire 
CV37 8EI 
Aspire Beauty & Hair offers a wide selection of affordable 
top-to-toe treatments including body massage, facials and 
waxing as well as specialised treatments in hair including 
colouring cuts and styling. For those unable to attend the salon 
we can also offer a mobile hairdressing service in your own home 


If you are stuck for a gift idea Aspire Beauty & Hair sell 
gift vouchers to be exchanged for treatments or products 
-young or old what better gift than being pampered! 


Affordable luxury in tranquil surroundings 
Aspire Beauty & Hair will leave you looking 
and feeling amazing... 


SS a er 
Mistletoe (viscum album) 


I was wondering if anyone else had noticed that, this 
year, there seems to be a really bumper crop of 
mistletoe growing in and around Welford? 

Mistletoe has long been associated with the 
Christmas period. The tradition of hanging mistletoe in 
the house dates back to the time of the ancient Druids. 
It was supposed to possess mystical powers which 
brought good luck to the household and to ward off evil 
spirits. It was also used as a sign of love and friendship 
in ancient Norse mythology. In the UK the tradition of 
kissing under the mistletoe dates back to the 1700s and 
the Victorians continued with the tradition. 

Mistletoe can grow all over the UK but is most 
commonly seen in the SW Midlands and parts of 
Wales. It is a semi-parasitic plant meaning it takes its 
water and nutrients from its host. It grows on branches 
of several varieties of trees such as hawthorn, lime, 
poplar, sycamore, ash, rowan, apple and pear. Mistletoe 
prefers trees in an open situation with plenty of light 
rather than trees in dense woodland or forests. It is an 
evergreen and is easiest to see in late autumn and 
winter, once the leaves have fallen. 

In winter, mistletoe produces clusters of white 
berries which although poisonous to humans, provide 
food for many hungry birds, particularly the mistle 
thrush and the black cap. On eating a mistletoe berry, a 
bird will wipe its bill on a tree’s branch and leave 
behind a seed sticking to the branch where a mistletoe 
plant might germinate. Mistletoe growth is fairly slow 
and a very small clump will be formed from a seed 
planted three or four years ago. 

Lucia Ham 


Community 


Village Christmas Tree Trail! 


A family (and COVID)-friendly event, designed to bring 
some festive cheer to the village, get your wellies on and take 
part in a Christmas Tree Trail on Saturday 12th December! 

Pick up a map from one of the Friends of Welford School 
(FOWS), outside the school gates from 10am and see how 
many Christmas Trees you can spot in residents’ windows. 

Just £2 to enter, all funds raised go to MIND, Age UK and 
FOWS (the latter will go towards the new school/community 
running track). 

More details to be found on the Welford Matters Facebook 
Page. 


Welford Tail Waggers 
07971123362 


| welfordtailwaggers@gmail.com 


Dog Walking and Sitting Services 
Welford on Avon and Surrounding Areas 


- DBS Checked 


- Pedigree Breeder 


November | December 2020 * Welford Matters 15 


Established 1980. 
\ 
For all aspects of tree & hedge work 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations 
Tree condition reports 
37 years experience 
FULLY INSURED 


01789 751245 


Barton Road, Welford on Avon 


BRIAN SMITH 


PAINTER & DECORATOR 


Interior & Exterior 
Reasonable Rates 


For a free quotation, please call: 
01789 772077 or 07790 087219 or 07760 192828 


FURNITURE RESTORATION 
Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
By Craftsman Charles Bamett 
a French & Wax Polishing # Furniture Stripped 
u Desks Re Leathered ms Locks opened & keys cut 
a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 
Established 1975 

Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 


Call Karen today to arrange a 
consultation. 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


Christmas Services 2020 in Welford and Weston 


Please note that these are subject to further Government guidance 


As places are limited you must book in advance for all 
church services. 

Bookings for Christmas Services will be taken from 
Monday 7th December by phoning 01789 751546 or 
emailing karibu@talk21.com 

In order to be COVID-19 secure we must abide by 
Government Guidelines: 

Hands — must be cleaned using the sanitiser provided 

Face -— face coverings must be worn by anyone age 
1lyrs and over; unfortunately, we are not 
allowed to sing - but there will be carols! 

Space — physical distancing of 2m must be maintained at 
all times. 

Households may sit together but individuals may not 
‘mingle’ with other household groups. Children must be 
with a responsible adult at all times and not move around 
the church unless instructed by the service leader. 

Sadly we are unable to serve refreshments. 

Contact details will be kept for 21 days for NHS Track 
and Trace. You are encouraged to check in using the NHS 
COVID-19 App QR code. 

If Government Guidelines change services may be 
cancelled. 


All dates are in December 
Sunday 13th 


5 pm Carol Service at Welford Church 

6:30 pm Carol Service at Weston Church 

Sunday 20th 

5pm Carol Service at Weston Church 

6:30 pm Carol Service at Welford Church 
Thursday 24th 

7pm A Doorstep Carol (see separate notice) 
11:30 pm Christmas Communion at Welford Church 
Friday 25th 

9 am Christmas Communion at Weston Church 


10 am Christmas Communion at Long Marston Church 


Other Church Services throughout December 
(*subject to further Government guidance) 

Please book in the week preceding the service on 01789 
751546 or karibu@talk21.com 


Sunday 6th 

11:30am Holy Communion at Welford 
Sunday 13th 

11:30 am Holy Communion at Long Marston 
Sunday 20th 

11:30 am Holy Communion at Quinton 
Sunday 27th 

No services 


Online services via Zoom 

Contact one of the clergy or karibu@talk21.com for the 
Zoom links: 

Sunday 6th 

10 am Morning Praise 

11:15am Kids Church 

Sunday 13th 

10 am Morning Praise 

Sunday 20th 

11:15am Kids Christmas 

6:30pm _ Carol Service (bring your own wine and nibbles) 
Friday 25th 

10 am All age Christmas Praise 

Sunday 27th 

There will be no Zoom service on 27th December but 
please go to the Church of England website for an online 
service at 9 am on: churchofengland.org/more/media- 
centre/church-online/weekly-online-services 
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Happier and healthier 
or your money back. 


At Inspired Villages we believe our stunning 
properties, first-class facilities, focus on holistic 
well-being and real community spirit offer the 
key to the very best retirement. 


Our belief is so strong we now offer a money- 
back guarantee: If you don’t have a better 
sense of well-being and feel happier after six 
months with us, we guarantee to return your 
deposit in full. 


Experience the years of your life? 
Get in touch for more details: 


The years of your life? 


*Terms and conditions apply, see above link for more details 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


St Peter's Rector's letter 


‘O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel’ 


There is no doubt - we are going through truly challenging 
times at the moment. But one of the more positive things 
that we have been reminded of through the ongoing 
pandemic is surely the value of community working 
together to support and encourage one another. Who do 
you turn to when you’re looking for wisdom and 
encouragement? 

In my career as a teacher I have had the privilege of 
learning a great deal from the children who I have taught 
and who I hope have learnt a little from me over the years. 
To see things from the perspective of eager young minds 
has always been a great encouragement to me. But I have 
to admit that I never anticipated that moles, foxes and 
horses would be added to my list of positive influencers! 
If you have read the book ‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and 
the Horse’ by Charlie Mackesy you may well recognise 
what I’m referring to. One of the things that appeals to me 
most about this book is that it shares deep truths through a 
beautifully illustrated story which can be read by children 
and adults alike. 

As I write, we have just entered our second ‘lockdown’ 
and there is much speculation about what we will, and 
will not, be permitted to do this Christmas. It seems likely 
that for many of us, Christmas may not be as we would 
usually like it to be. There might well be familiar 
traditions and events that we are used to sharing with 
family, friends and community that we will not be able 
enjoy this year. For some, sadly, Christmas this year may 
be feeling more like a storm brewing than an eagerly 
anticipated celebration. 

So may I offer some words of encouragement from 
Charlie Mackesy’s book... 


“We dont know about tomorrow”, said the horse, “all 
we need to know is that we love each other. When the 
dark clouds come... keep going. When the big things 
feel out of control... focus on what you love right under 
your nose. This storm will pass.” 


We may not be able to meet and show our love for one 
another in the usual way for the time being, but that does 
not mean that our love for one another need be any the 
less. We currently find ourselves in a situation where 
sometimes, the best way to demonstrate our love and 
concern for others is to remain to some extent physically 
distant. Many of us find this difficult and uncomfortable, 
but maybe there is an opportunity that could arise from it. 
Maybe this could be a year when we discover new ways 


of reaching out to one another - an opportunity to discover 
and create new traditions for our families and communities 
which might last beyond the current situation. What a 
Christmas gift that would be - to introduce a positive and 
different way of doing something to pass on to future 
generations! 

In a way, it could be said that this is very much what 
Christmas is about - through the gift of his Son Jesus to 
the world, God changed everything for future generations. 
Jesus brought a new understanding of how to relate to 
God. Not a relationship to be achieved by what we do, but 
a relationship based on our response to being shown love 
- God’s love. Jesus, in his birth, life, death and 
resutrection, demonstrates this love. 

Jesus said to his disciples “Be sure of this: I am with 
you always” (Matthew Chapter 28 verse 20). Jesus is the 
one who can always be with us in a way that no-one else 
can and in a way that is not inhibited by physical 
restrictions. 

We may not know about tomorrow, we may not know 
how long we will need to keep going, but when the big 
things feel out of control, we can know and respond to 
God’s love for us by turning to Jesus, who is with us 
through whatever challenges we face. We can turn to him 
in the Bible and in prayer. My prayer this year is that as 
we discover new ways to experience and share Christmas 
with one another, we will also discover new ways to know 
and share God’s loving presence through Jesus - our 
Immanuel - God with us. 

Rev'd Yvette Grundy 

Assistant Curate 

P.S. If you would like to read a Bible but don’t have one, 
please contact me or another of the clergy team and we 
will do what we can to help you find a suitable version. 
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Community 


Every year, Welford on Avon pupils attend the 
Remembrance Service at the Memorial Hall. Unfortunately, 
as with so many events this year, we were unable to attend 
in the traditional way. As this event is very important, we 
instead had a virtual assembly at school. Every class 
contributed in various ways from drawings of poppies, 
information about the significance of “The Last Post’ and 
why it is used in military services as well as pieces of 
writing. 

We were able to invite parents and members of the local 
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community to watch. As usual, Year 5 and Year 6 produced 
beautiful war poetry and a selection of these were read at the 
assembly. A display of all of the poetry written by Year 5 
and Year 6 pupils was placed on the gates of the Memorial 
Hall and around the Maypole Green to add to the Village 
display. In addition, we attached on the gates, a poppy from 
every class with a personal message. So, while 2020 has 
brought many hardships and difficulties for all, it was a 
fitting tribute to remember those from the local area who 
made the ultimate sacrifice, giving their lives for their 
country so that today we can enjoy our freedom. 

Julie Leeman 


Community 
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...or maybe you’re not wanting a white Christmas this year. In any event here are some ‘ab 
photos of Welford in the snow — with thanks to Helen Harvey for sending these in. : 
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National Open 
Garden Scheme 


We now have seven gardens signed up for the Open 
Gardens Weekend at the end of June next year which is 
great. However - we would love to get to 10 gardens to 
make it a great weekend and help raise more funds for 
well known health related charities, such as Macmillan 
and Marie Curie Cancer charities, Parkinsons UK and the 
MS Society. 

With everything that has gone on this year — these 
charities are all short of donations with so many events 
cancelled, so if you want to join in; it might be too late to 
get a mention in the NGS Yellow Book, but we can still 
add you to the program and if you would like to join in, 
just drop us a line. 

Many thanks 

Peter and Sue Hook 

Open Garden Co-Ordinators 
01789 751400 
ashcottagewelford@gmail.com 


Community 


Memorial Hall 
Lockdown update 


As we enter the second period of lockdown, we have 
obviously had to cancel the “socially distant” Pilates, Keep 
Fit and Dance classes which had been back up and running 
and becoming extremely popular. 

April Kent was running Pilates on a Tuesday morning, 
Allure School of Dance on Tuesday afternoon and evening 
and Keep Fit with Jan Andrews on a Thursday evening. 

We will continue to monitor the ongoing updates and 
guidance and aim to re-open as soon as we have got the all 
clear, now that we have all of the COVID protocols in 
place — which will be maintained during the lockdown. 

The Committee has reluctantly decided that it is not 
going to be practical to hold the Christmas Party, but we 
will of course put the tree up at the beginning of 
December. 

Peter Hook 
Hall Committee Chairman 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


Christmas Eve 
é p.m. 
on your 
doorstep! 


prompt! 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEH7_2c644Q 


Community carols and carol services will probably not be able to take place in 
the usual way this year, so on Christmas Eve we’re inviting you to take part in 
Community Carol singing with a difference! 


Here is an opportunity to pause on Christmas Eve and remember what 
Christmas is all about. Join your neighbours on your doorsteps in singing ‘Silent 
Night’ together at 7 p.m. staying in household bubbles. 


The following link will take you to a recording of Silent Night that you may wish 
to play within your household to sing along to - just hit the play button at 7 pm 


The words and music for Silent Night will be available in village magazines and 
on our church facebook page... https://www.facebook.com/southwarksbenefice 


Maybe you'd like to organise your own street and do something special - 
perhaps with your own musicians on the doorsteps - or simply sing along on 
the night - in household bubbles only. 

Perhaps you'd like to hold up a light as we sing together. 


Help spread the word with your neighbours and let’s discover a new way of 
being together in our communities this Christmas Eve. 


With love and prayers from the South Warwickshire Benefice Churches 
(St. Peter’s Welford, All Saints’ Weston, St. James the Great Long Marston, 
St. Swithin’s Quinton and Meon Vale Church) 
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Community 


In Praise of Cress Hill 


“Welford’s Best Kept Secret” might have described Cress 
Hill 25 years ago, when I first discovered it whilst walking 
my dog. Now, two dogs later and with the arrival of 
COVID-19, there has been a dramatic change. No longer a 
secret; this beautiful riverbank walk is frequented by 
families and joggers, as well as dog walkers. At first, I 
mourned the loss of solitude but soon the chats and smiles 
of friends and strangers whom I met along the way, more 
than compensated! And, serenity has by no means 
disappeared. Early one morning I paused to take in the 
ethereal view. The sun was just appearing above the river, 
shrouded in mist, I called out to a jogger on the “high- 
route” above me: “If heaven is like this, bring it on!” 
Horrified, he shouted down to me: “Tell me you're not 
jumping.” I quickly reassured him - I think I'd have been 
paddling rather than drowning! 

The wonderful warm days of summer, despite the virus, 
attracted families galore. Picnic hampers in hand, beach 
towels under arms, I was questioned excitedly as to 
“where was the beach?” Autumn and Winter offer a 
different view of the river as the trees lose their leaves. 


Happily, nowadays, the path up there is still walkable. 
Years ago, the route leading to Cress Hill was a mud bath. 
The advent of early snowdrops and daffodils are a 
welcome prelude to Spring and if, like me, birdsong lifts 
your mood, this is the place to be. Here, year on year, I can 
totally rely on hearing the cuckoo sing! 

This beautiful recreational area is kept tidy and safe 
without detracting in any way from the real sense of 
nature, views and countryside. 

Thanks to Welford Parish Council (ably assisted by 
youngsters of the Probation Service) for the care and 
maintenance of this special place. 

Sheila Greenwood 


Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 


Christmas Eve 
Of Your 


Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing Allelluia 
Christ the saviour is born, 
Christ the saviour is born. 


Silent night, holy night. 

Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 


Silent Night 


doorstep 
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peace! Sleep in heav- en- ly peace! 


Welford Allotments 


Well here we are in lockdown again, but it is great to be an 
allotment holder at the moment! We can get healthy fresh 
air and exercise, and chat from plot to plot with other 
tenants — clearly more than 2 metres apart! No worries on 
that side of things! 

Although you might be thinking that there can’t be 
much to do on the allotment at this time of year, in fact we 
are as busy as ever — just different tasks to be done. This 
season sees lots of digging going on so that our crops can 
get a great start in the spring. It’s very satisfying to see a 
newly turned over patch of land, having got rid of all the 
weeds and the remnants of the previous crops! It’s pristine 
and ready for next year’s crops. 

Talking of next year’s crops, onions and garlic can be 
planted now, as can broad beans. Of course, we are still 
able to harvest the winter vegetables such as sprouts 
(really delicious — really!), kale, swede, red cabbage, swiss 
chard — the list goes on... 

It has been a great year for growing — my freezer is so 
full that we had to buy an extra one! The weather has been 
up and down, but the wonderful spring and early summer 
gave us a good start, plus we were able to make good use 
of the enforced extra time to spend on the allotment during 
the first lockdown! It is a great hobby, and a very 
productive one. We are nearly full at the moment, but if 
you wanted to have a go at growing your own, there is a 
“starter” plot free, which would be a good introduction 
without being too daunting! I can be contacted on the 
number below if you are interested. 

Linda Horrocks 
01789 750971 


Welford Wives 


As advised in the September edition of Welford Matters, 
it was decided to postpone the remainder of the 2020 
program and restart hopefully in January 2021. 

So, Chris and myself are re-working the program for 
next year and will issue this as soon as we know the 
outcome of the next lockdown. It will be great to be able 
to meet up again in person, in the New Year if 
circumstances allow. 

As a group of over 30 Ladies, we are always looking 
to encourage new members to join and for new topics 
and guest speakers to present. If you are interested in 
coming along, to meet new people and get involved, 
please do get in touch on the numbers below. 

Sue Hook 751400 
Christine Cooper 750667 


Community 


facebook 


Welford Matters Update 


The Welford Matters Facebook page has gone from 
strength to strength. It now has a total of 535 regular 
followers and is used as a social media site for breaking 
news, comment and information affecting the village. 
We have Kerry Williams to thank for its organisation and 
supervision. 

Recent items appearing on Facebook have included: 

¢ Two instances of someone finding a lost wallet and a 
lost bank card — both of which were returned to their 
owners. 

¢ Guidance for a safe Halloween and Guy Fawkes 
night. 

¢ Adverts (and requests) for people providing house 
cleaning services, a general handyman and a window 
cleaner 

¢ Information on the proposed Meon Vale woodland 
development and the campaign to “Save Meon 

Woods” 

¢ Alcester Police reports and updates. 

But attracting the most interest and comment concerned 
the Clifford Road closure for urgent gas mains repair 
work and the diversion of traffic through the village - one 
post on the subject saw nearly 2,000 hits. The comments 
focused on the volume of traffic passing through the 
village and some of the chaos it caused. There were 
reports and videos of juggernauts using the bridge or 
having to do tricky manoeuvres to retrace their steps. 
Others commented on the road rage displayed by one or 
two of the drivers (and felt that the CCTV cameras 
positioned by The Bell and Four Alls would make good 
viewing!) The give-way signs and road markings at the 
two village pinch-points were, at times, ignored as 
drivers pressed on to get to their destination. The 
unnecessary use of car horns was also mentioned. Some 
called for traffic lights on the bridge and wondered if 
these should be installed on a permanent basis anyway 
(comments anyone?) 

On a more positive note, the Facebook page contained 
information from Cadent (one of the contractors) on the 
reasons for the diversion and the steps they were taking 
to minimise the disruption. In the end the work was 
completed ahead of schedule and Welford’s roads 
returned to their more usual state of busy. 
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SEAN FEENEY 
furniture 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Craftsman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 
07821 330 362 


enquiries @seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


A. Electrical 


Anne McMahon” 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


Documents for other countries: 
Y Powers of Attorney 
Inheritance papers 
Certified copy ID/qualifications 
Consent to travel 
Legalisation (Apostille) 
Spanish translations 


UK Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPAs): 
Y¥ Home visits by arrangement 
Y Friendly & efficient service 
Y¥ Competitive rates 


For more information, please ring 07769 655413 
or email: annem.mcmahon@btinternet.com 


www.annemcmahon.co.uk 


Aaron Middleton 


+44 (0) 7545 523 472 
hello@a-m-electrical.com 
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Charlotte Ward JESSICA STEVENS 


4 PHOTOGRAPHY 


és Physiotherapy 


Timeless and relaxed professional photography 


Experienced physiotherapist providing 
thorough assessment and treatment for a 
wide variety of conditions including: 


* Muscle and joint pain 

* Sports’ injuries 

* Whiplash 

* Neck pain 

* Low back pain and sciatica 

* Headaches 

« Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture 

+ Arthritic problems such as osteoarthritis of hip/knee 
* Work related pain 


tet: 07714583533 jessicastevensphotography.com 


Email: Charlottephysio24@gmail.com registered 


Clinics in: Welford on Avon and eempaneeebank:- 08 


wwwhepcukorg jessica@jessicastevensphotography.com 
01789 750494 / 07506 912906 
5 Headland Close, Welford on Avon, CV37 8EU 
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40 - Sies 2 Litre Pot £3.60 40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot £5.00 40- ‘60cm 2 Litre Pot £5.75 40- 60cm 2 Litre Pot £11.50 
1.8+ metre Root Ball £25.00 1.5 metre Root Ball £34.50 1.5 metre Root Ball £34.50  1.2+ metre Root Ball £26.50 


40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot £3.00 40-60cm 2 Litre Pot £5. 5.20 40 - 60am Bare Root £0.55 40 - 60cm 2 Litre Pot £5. 00 
1.8+ metre Root Ball £19.20 1.5 metre Root Ball £34.50 1.8 metre Root Ball £7.50 1.5 metre Root Ball £28.00 


T: 01789 751766 M: 07957 873199 


E: enquiries@jkgardening.co.uk 


Community 


Ae Sagas Welford's poe buone Box 


Have you walked or cycled along the 
High Street recently? Did you notice 
the red telephone box? It's on the left 
hand side just past the turn to Miller's 
Close, as you're going down (South) 
towards the maypole. Next time you're 
in the area have a closer look at it. 
You'll notice it's had a face lift and 
looks brighter than ever and good as 
new both inside and out. Our friend 
Cecilia Parsons, who lives in Littleton 
Cottage close by, has been watching the 
telephone box deteriorate into a peeling 
eyesore for some time. She felt that it 
needed some tlc and so she contacted 
BT to see what could be done. After all, 
it is a Grade II listed building! 

On 26th September along came 
handy Andy Sewter. I noticed him 
when I was walking back from the 
Maypole Stores with my Saturday 
newspaper. Well actually I noticed the 
large van blocking the entrance to 
Thorn cottage first, and then heard the 
sound of a radio and discovered Andy 
busy painting away inside the 
Telephone box. 

“Would you like a mug of tea or 
coffee’, I asked. “No thanks, I'm quite 
self sufficient’, he said, adding... “T live 
in the van and go all round the country 
painting these lovely old Telephone 
boxes. I try and do two a day, provided 


they are reasonably close to each other. 
Of course I can only work when the 
weather is reasonable, and I reckon I 
paint about 300 a year. I have sleeping 
accommodation and cooking and 
washing facilities in the van, but when I 
go up to the Lake District or parts of 
Scotland I usually try and take a dip in 
a lake.” “ It sounds like a pretty lonely 
life to me”, I said. “Well, not really” he 
replied, “I like my own company, and 
get job satisfaction from seeing these 
Telephone boxes spruced up.” “Well 
you've certainly transformed this one”, 
I said, and as I was leaving I asked, 
“does the colour of the paint have a 
name?” “ Would you believe currant 
red, or more usually Telephone Box 
red?”, he said with a grin. 

About 5000 of the traditional red 
phone boxes still remain. In 1992 at 
their peak, before mobile phones 
became popular there were about 
100,000 of them in the UK. 

Their recognisable design was the 
result of a competition in 1924 to 
design a kiosk that would be acceptable 
to the London Metropolitan Boroughs, 
which had so far resisted the PO 
attempt to erect kiosks on their streets. 
The Fine Arts Commission judged the 
competition and selected the design 
submitted by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. 

The competition had come at a time 
when Scott had been made trustee of 
Sir John Soane's Museum, in London. 


His design was in the classical style, but 


topped with a dome, reminiscent of 
Soane's self-designed Mausoleum for 
his wife. 


Footnote. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott was 
the grandson of a prolific architect, Sir 
George Gilbert Scott. The latter was the 
architect of many iconic buildings 
including the Midland Grand Hotel at 
St Pancras Station, the Albert Memorial 
and the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office, all in London. Over 800 
buildings, mostly ecclesiastical, were 
designed or altered by him. 

In 1866-67 Sir George Gilbert Scott 
restored St Peter's church, here in 
Welford for the rector James 
Davenport, at a cost of £1,200. His 
work included new roofs throughout, a 
new floor to the chancel, new chancel 
arch, new south porch and vestry, and 
the chancel and north windows were 
renewed. 

Brad Plimmer 
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District Councillor's Report 


Dear Residents 

Hope you are all 
keeping well and safe 
in these challenging 
times. Please do all 
take care. The Parish 
Council is once again 
coordinating the 
community response 
during this second 
lockdown which 
should last to the 
beginning of 
December. After this, 
the government will 
review the regional 
situation of covid infection rates, and we should go back 
to a tiered system. 

What a year this has been! We have been faced with so 
many unprecedented challenges. What has been amazing 
is the way so many people in our village have risen to 
these challenges. We have had to adapt quickly and learn 
new ways of interacting virtually with family, friends, 
colleagues and neighbours. Our local school had quickly 
put in place a virtual teaching and learning environment, 
so that during homeschooling our children had access to 
the school’s outstanding education provision. We learned 
to shield the most vulnerable, and to wear face masks as a 
matter of routine. We clapped for our brave NHS nurses 
and doctors and other key workers, and there is still some 
time to go before we can hug again. 

It was very moving to see the beautiful installation of 
poppies and crosses and the lovely silhouette of the soldier 
on the Maypole Green, marking a very different 
Remembrance Day this year. 


LOCKDOWN 2 

As you know, we entered lockdown restrictions on 5th 
November. Thank you to the Parish Council and 
community volunteers for supporting our vulnerable 
residents and those who need to self-isolate. Please do get 
in contact if you need help or assistance and I will be very 
happy to help our community as best I can. 


ELIZABETH HOUSE 

The District Council offices at Elizabeth House in 
Stratford are closed to the public for the duration of the 
lockdown. 

The contact centre remains open for residents to speak 
by telephone to staff (during office hours) on 01789 
267575, and customers will still be able to access many 
services online at stratford.gov.uk 
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As with the first lockdown, arrangements will be made 
for residents in an emergency, such as homelessness, to 
speak by a phone link in the outer lobby of Elizabeth 
House to a member of staff. They can also call 01789 
260861. 


HELP FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Businesses across the District that are required to close due 
to local lockdowns or targeted restrictions will now be 
able to receive grants worth up to £3,000 per month. To 

be eligible for the grant, the business would need to have 
been open as usual and providing in-person services to 
customers but has been required to close due to local 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

Payment thresholds for eligible businesses: 

i. For properties with a rateable value of £15k or under, 
grants to be £1,334 per month, or £667 per 2 week 
period of closure; 

il. For properties with a rateable value of between 
£15k-£51k grants to be £2,000 per month, or £1,000 
per 2 week period of closure; 

il. For properties with a rateable value of £51k or over 
grants to be £3,000 per month, or £1,500 per 2 week 
period of closure. 

Please see stratford.gov.uk/coronavirus/local-restrictions 
support-grant-national-lockdown.cfm for updates: 


THE TEST AND TRACE SUPPORT PAYMENT 
The Council is administering this support payment which 
has been announced by the Government for residents who 
are struggling to self-isolate due to financial constraints. 
Individuals who are required to self-isolate and who meet 
the benefits-linked eligibility criteria will be entitled to 
£500. This will be payable as a lump sum. These changes 
came into effect on 28 September, alongside the legal duty 
to self-isolate. Individuals who are eligible will be able to 
make a backdated claim. The scheme will run until 31 
January 2021. 

This is the link to more details and to the application 
form: stratford.gov.uk/benefits-support/test-and-trace- 
support-payment.cfm 


COMMITTEE AND PANELS 
I sit on the Climate Change panel, which had its first 
meeting in October, and | look forward to ensuring that 
the climate emergency declared by the Council informs all 
aspects of local governance. In the meantime, a new 
climate change supplementary planning document (SPD) 
for new homes and extensions has been adopted by the 
Council, having been delayed by the pandemic. 

I also sit on the Audit and Standards Committee and on 
the Electoral Boundary Review working group. > 


MOTIONS: CLASS Q MOTION 

My motion on the form of Class Q permitted development 
(with regards to conversions of agricultural buildings into 
domestic dwellings) asked the Council for technical 
guidance notes to be published. The Cabinet asked for a 
report from officers about my motion. Whilst the Cabinet 
subsequently rejected the motion, I still believe that 
technical guidance would be of help to everyone involved 
in the planning process. 


MOTIONS: MOTION FOR A DECLARATION OF A 
BIODIVERSITY EMERGENCY 

At the full Council meeting on 19th October, my group 
leader Cllr Susan Juned and I proposed a motion to act on 
the biodiversity crisis, calling for Council policy to promote 
an increase in areas rich in habitats and ensuring sustainable 
and significant biodiversity gain from new developments. 
We also called on the Council to designate more Local 
Green Spaces to meet the desire for communities to be able 
to access nature for health and wellbeing. This motion will 
also be presented to the Cabinet with the officers’ reports. I 
will update you on the recommendation for this motion 
once it is presented to the Cabinet. 

Below follows the whole text of the motion. 

MOTION FOR A DECLARATION OF A 
BIODIVERSITY EMERGENCY -— October 2020 

We are facing a biodiversity crisis. We advocate action at 
both the national and local levels to preserve and enhance 
biodiversity. We also recognise the importance of a healthy 
and biodiverse environment that ensures our future 
prosperity and the wellbeing of all who live and work in the 
District. 

We request that the Council lobby the government to 
meet its own international commitments on biodiversity, 
but we want to do our bit locally as well! We call for an 
increase in areas considered rich in habitats by initiating the 
development of Council policy and practices on 
biodiversity and ensuring sustainable and significant 
biodiversity gain from new developments, and call for new 
biodiversity sites to be included as part of the next Local 
Plan. 

We therefore pledge to provide leadership and to work 
with all organisational departments, partners and our 
communities to reverse the decline in biodiversity and 
deliver measurable biodiversity net gain within the District. 

We ask Council to develop local measures to prevent the 
loss of and to enhance biodiversity and: 

(1) Develop the excellent work of the Development 

Requirements Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) Part N in the Core strategy Review. 

(2) Pledge to secure future measurable biodiversity net 
gain, building on past achievements. 
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(3) Make the Council estate more hospitable to a wide 
range of plants and animals, including in our parks 
and open spaces. 

(4) Ensure the delivery of biodiversity enhancements 
through our future planning policy and development 
control functions by ensuring that the Core Strategy 
will enable the development of a mandatory 
biodiversity net gain policy for the District, ensuring 
that this is a core principle for all future development. 
Designate more Local Green Spaces in the Core 
Strategy to meet the desire for communities to be 
able to access nature rich areas for health and well- 
being. 


(5 


wm 


SITE ALLOCATION PLAN (SAP) 2020 PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 

The main purpose of the SAP is to identify reserve housing 
sites in case any of the sites identified for housing 
development in the Council’s Core Strategy fail to 
materialise. This version of the SAP also puts forward 
preferred options of Self-build and Custom-build sites, 
Built-Up Area Boundaries, Employment sites, A46 
Safeguarding, and specific sites proposals allocated to 
housing. It will therefore enable communities to know 
where new development may happen in the future. The 
Preferred Option of the SAP 2020 is currently out for 
public consultation, and therefore it is important that 
residents make their views known in the current 
consultation. The Parish Council and I, as your ward 
member, will also contribute to the public consultation. I 
leave below some more information and links about how to 
contribute to the SAP 2020 consultation. 

As my residents will be aware, Welford has seen a large 
increase in development recently, nearly double the 
required 84 houses set out in the Core Strategy 2011-2031. 
Indeed this is a point confirmed in the Preferred Options 
SAP October 2020, with the village currently placed in Tier 
7 for release of housing sites. Tier 7 is for those Local 
Service Villages that have accommodated ‘significant’ 
housing. 

Link to documents and forms to complete for public 
consultation can be found on the Council’s website: 
stratford.gov.uk/sappo The most important document is the 
“Site Allocation Plan Preferred Options (October 2020)”. 

The SAP proposes two Reserve Housing Sites and one 
Self-built/custom-built site for Welford. Details of the Self- 
built/custom-Built site can be found on page 44, while 
details for reserve housing sites can be found in Chapter 2, 
and details and maps for the Welford reserve housing sites 
are to be found on pages 306-309. 

You can see the maps of sites on the document titled 
“settlements maps’. > 
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MEON VALE WOODLAND IN THE SAP 

Some of you might already know that I am supporting the 
residents of Meon Vale in their campaign to save the 
Meon Vale woodland which has been allocated for 
strategic development (as a specific site proposal) for up 
to 300 houses in the SAP. The site in question contains 
the much cherished Meon Vale woods, meadows, brooks 
and footpaths which link to the Greenway. I made it clear 
to the Council that development, which will see the 
fragmentation of the woodland and loss of biodiversity, is 
completely at odds with the climate emergency declared 
one year ago. 


I proposed at the full council meeting in October an 
amendment which would have allowed the Meon Vale 
woodland to have its allocation of up to 300 houses 
deleted and the site included in the SAP as a Safeguarded 
Ecological Site because of its importance for green 
infrastructure, biodiversity, climate change mitigation and 
community wellbeing, in the same way that other sites in 
the SAP are safeguarded for their importance to 
employment or road infrastructure. The amendment was 
defeated in the ensuing vote, 20 to 14. 

I would like to ask you whether you would consider 
commenting on the inclusion of the Meon Vale woodland 
in the SAP as allocated for up to 300 houses. The 
allocation of the woodland site is explained on page 78 
Proposal RURAL4 “Former Long Marston Depot” of the 
Site allocation Plan Preferred options (October 2020) 
document. 
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HOW TO COMMENT 

The public consultation on the SAP 2020 started on 29th 
October for 7 weeks (to 18th December) and parish 
councils and residents can comment directly on the 
interactive version of the document on the Council’s 
website, or download a form to fill with comments and 
email this to policy.consultation@stratford-de.gov.uk 
For those of you who want further detail, all the 
documents can be viewed here: stratford.gov.uk/sappo 


SAP CONSULTATION DROP-IN VIRTUAL SESSIONS 
Starting on Tuesday 10 November, the Policy Team will 
be running a number of virtual ‘Drop-in Q&A sessions’ 
for the ongoing SAP Consultation. 
These sessions will allow you to ask the Policy Team 
questions about the SAP and the consultation process. 
There is no need to book, simply drop in to the virtual 
sessions and the Policy Team will be there to help. 
Dates and Times: 
Tuesday 10th Nov — 6pm to 7pm 
Thursday 12th Nov — 6pm to 7pm 
Tuesday 17th Nov — 3pm to 4pm 
Thursday 19th Nov 11am to 12noon 
Tuesday Ist Dec 2pm to 3pm 
Thursday 3rd Dec 6pm to 7pm 
To attend, please follow the instructions on the following 
webpage: stratford.gov.uk/sappo-events > 


PLANNING: KEHLSTEIN, BARTON ROAD 

On 21 October we had the planning committee meeting for 
this application. As many of you will know, the applicant 
planned the access to the proposed development of 24 
houses through Barton Fields, which is a small, tranquil 
cul-de-sac. The small community of Barton Fields would 
be severely impacted. We have our own specific policy in 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan (HLU 5 policy), 
which clearly states that gardens and back-land 
development will only be supported “if the development 
does not have a detrimental effect on the surrounding area 
and neighbouring properties” and “if the development 
does not have the potential for loss of amenity of 
neighbouring properties”. 

I spoke at the committee meeting, together with the 
Parish council, in support of Barton Fields residents. I also 
raised the recurring issue of severe problems with sewage 
infrastructure in our village. This was very close, with the 
planning committee equally divided on this application, 
and eventually the Chair of the committee cast his vote 
and granted permission. We are all extremely 
disappointed by this decision. 


PLANNING: 124 HOUSES BY CALA — GARDEN 
VILLAGE LONG MARSTON 

The first 400 houses for the 3500 home-garden village 
have previously been granted permission and work has 
started on these dwellings. The remaining 3100 would 
require infrastructure in place before being built, unless 
“spare road capacity’ is found, as defined in the Core 
Strategy. 124 houses from these 3100 dwellings have been 
put forward by Cala in a recent planning application. I 
objected to these proposals, mainly on grounds of traffic 
impact on surrounding villages. I also queried the current 
data of car trips for Welford on Avon. We have seen very 
recently the impact on our village when the Campden 
Road was temporarily closed. This has resulted in 
stationary traffic, noise and air pollution. 
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To make new developments less car-dependent there 
must be an integrated public transport system, including 
regular subsidised buses which all residents, including 
those on low incomes, can afford, and rail shuttles and/or 
rail transport, and safe walking and cycling connectivity 
designed into the settlement. Transport infrastructure 
cannot be an afterthought for such a large development, 
and must be sustainable and fully integrated. 


THE POSSIBLE FUTURE OF THE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
The White Paper on devolution will not be published until 
the Spring now. The County Council commissioned a 
report from consultants PWC and the district and borough 
councils in Warwickshire commissioned their own 
separate report from another consultant, Deloittes. These 
reports will now be forwarded to the government. 
Whereas PWC favour one unitary authority for the whole 
of the county, Deloittes recommend two councils: one for 
North Warwickshire and a separate South Warwickshire 
council. If you would like to read the reports, these are on 
the respective Councils’ websites, or residents can contact 
me and I will share these. 


FINALLY... 

As the US elections have recently taken place, I’m reading 
a book which have been on my wish reading list for quite a 
while, and it feels just the right sort of book with the 
current pandemic: Barack Obama’s The Audacity of Hope, 
a really inspiring, uplifting book about proposing a 
different kind of politics, and how we can move beyond 
divisions to tackle humanity’s problems and challenges. 


And with this message of hope, I want to wish a very: 
Happy, Happy Christmas and a better, brighter New Year 
2021 to one and all! Buon Natale e Felice anno nuovo! 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any query, issue or 
concern you might have. Stay safe. 

Warmest best wishes 

Clir Manuela Perteghella 
manuela.perteghella@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
07870488071 

Facebook @CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford 
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PUT THE CHEER 
BACK INTO THE YEAR 


NOW TAKING 
CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS 


= WWW.THEFOURALLSWELFORDONAVON.CO.UK 


Ow ® 


I’m not sure how our 
Queen would describe 
2020 when in 1992 she 
described it as her 
“annus horribilis”. I 
think I would describe 
2020 has our “terribilis 
est annus “. Although It 
doesn’t have the same 
ring to it - It’s been a 
terrible year. This year 
for me, and many of us, 
has been the worst I can 
remember in my lifetime 
(72 years). Apart from it being my busiest year as a 
councillor since 2001 to current I’ve also lost more 
friends and colleagues than I wish to remember. Some 
from natural causes and some from Covid-19. RIP. 

I really do hope that all the Covid deaths will not be 
in vain as I truly believe we’ve learnt a lot from this 
terrible virus. For instance: Working from Home and 
having meetings virtually, which has saved time, petrol, 
wear and tear, reduced pollution and much more. I 
realise that some meetings need to be in public and 
there is that element of social interaction with 
colleagues that is important, but I’m sure we can find a 
balance between the two after this dreadful pandemic is 
over. 


B4632 CLIFFORD LANE PROPOSED 5 WEEK 
ROAD CLOSURE 

The B4632 road closure gave us significant problems 
especially with HGVs rat-running through villages 
causing danger and serious damage to verges on single 
track country lanes and contravening weight restrictions 
on both river bridges. Although we worked closely with 
the Candent Gas and their contractors to try and lessen 
the impact, these were essential works that required a 
full road closure. By working together with businesses, 
the farmer and contractors we initially knocked 1 week 
off the 5 weeks by working 7 days a week and were 
hopeful that we could reduce it even further, which we 
achieved on 3rd November. This was 17 days ahead of 
schedule with the road re-opening that same morning. 
Sadly businesses, residents, villages and country lanes 
have seriously been damaged or inconvenienced, 
especially businesses who have lost valuable custom 
and much needed revenue on the lead up to Christmas. 
Although a scheme for compensation is in place and a 
charity fund is available for small scale projects in local 
villages affected, sadly It will not compensate everyone 
fully. Let me know where I can assist. 


County Councillor's Report 


In addition, the 2 temporary safety cameras, that were 
installed to monitor traffic flows and anti-social driver 
behaviour were stolen from their locations by The Bell 
and The Four Alls on Wednesday 28th October. Any 
information would be welcome to identify the 
perpetrators. I’m willing to give a financial reward to 
any charity on information leading to the apprehension 
and prosecution of the perpetrators. Talking about ASB 
I’m always amazed at the anger, selfishness and 
determination of drivers to force their way through the 
two priority schemes, which is both dangerous and 
selfish. I’ve witnessed, on so many occasions, drivers 
accelerating when 100m or more away so they can force 
their way through the priority scheme and then meeting 
another vehicle in the middle or on the apex of the 
bridge causing stalemate with both drivers not willing to 
move. Where has good old politeness and give and take 
disappeared to? 


NEW ROAD SAFETY MEASURES 

The new Road Safety Features are all but completed at 
several village locations with surfaces and lines still to 
be done. Hopefully by the time you read this, they will 
have been completed. See photos here of some of the 
improved locations:- 

New Bollard to stop inappropriate vehicle’s mounting 
the kerb by The Bell and putting pedestrian at risk (top) 
New footpath layout outside the school (bottom) > 
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Do you need an 
Electrician? 


Warwickshire & Worcestershire TOP 


Preorder by phone or email Top Tradesperson Winner 2018 a - 
before Wednesday for your REVS 


Friday fish : 
Phone - 07930273851 G Reliable Y Trustworthy 
Email - johnrimmer1947@gmail.com S Clean & Tidy () Professional 


Collection from the Welford SW Courteous () Honest 
Butchers and Deli on Friday 


afternoon. 


Checkatradeom M4Builder 
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Call Now or Visit the Website 


@ 01789 228021 
www.andywillcox.com 


andywillcox w#gmiti \ 
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CHURCH STREEN 


“TASTINGS 


Messy Church in Welford and Meon Vale __ Different ways we 
is not able to meet at the moment. So we <a" pray together. 
have started Kids’ Church on Zoom. 


We enjoy sharing a Bible story together (M 


with different ways to join in. 
Teaspoon 
pr ‘ayers 
We usually have a music video to dance Thinking of a 
and sing along to. a 


Getting crafty! 
a seins ot tlie ema Thank you 


Please WINE STORE NOW ONLINE 


bBo www.churchstreettastings.co.uk 


Th ib : r ; 
Srapae To compliment our Wine Tasting Events 
Thumbs up ; A 
If your family would like more details about how to join on to our hand picked range of wines are now 
in we would be happy to hear from you, please contact Thumbs down available to order. 


Not such good 
Revd Andrew Goy 


things to say sorry Affordable to Vintage. Vegan & Organic. 


(07554 932271 cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com ) to God for 
or Revd Yvette Grundy Seadea te oftne Personal service, advice on food matching, 


(01789 750006 ygrundy@icloud.com) gift buying, storage and free local delivery. 
Making wine buying effortless and enjoyable. 


New dropped kerbs and surfaces Headland Road at 
Blundells Croft (top) 
New dropped kerbs and Bollards Long Marston Road 
opposite Church Bank (bottom) 

We have also renewed and replaced tired and worn 
out signage together with new signs where appropriate. 


COUNCILLORS COMMUNITY GRANTS 
Community Grant Scheme 2nd Round. I only had 
£2000+ left in my pot for the whole of my division but 
applications received were 10 times that amount. I 
couldn’t support everything but I was still able to 
support the Schools Sensory Garden project by 
allocating £300 and have asked the Parish Council to 
identify any small projects that will meet the Cadent 
Gas Charity criteria. 


CORONAVIRUS 
It’s difficult to report on this subject as things change 
daily, but locally in my division it closed one of my 


local schools and restricted others. I’m sure I don’t have 


to update you any further as we are all constantly 
reminded everyday via the media of the present 
situation. The Local Covid Alert Level is still Medium 


at the time of writing this report on 5th November (Day 


1 of the Lockdown) 
Remember to Keep Safe. 
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A BIG THANK YOU 

I would like to say a Big Thank You to all NHS staff, 
Carers & All Volunteers either on the frontline or 
working locally delivering to people in need. Not 
forgetting the people who provide our daily services, 
keep the power on, remove our rubbish and food 
suppliers keeping shelves stocked and deliveries 
coming. My thoughts are also with local businesses and 
suppliers who are unable to operate effectively during 
this second lockdown. THANK YOU. 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 
It’s difficult to believe that the Festive Season is quickly 
approaching and this being the last Welford Matters 
edition before Christmas I would like to take this 
opportunity, on behalf of Jeanette and myself, of 
wishing you and your families A Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. Let’s hope it 
will be. As always, it’s been an honour and a pleasure to 
serve each and every one of you during 2020 and I look 
forward to continuing to do so during 2021. It’s at 
special times like this, that we realise how fortunate we 
are to live in this beautiful part of the countryside and 
for me to have the privilege of serving you. Thank You 

*For all updates and Press Releases go to 
Warwickshire.gov.uk to find a plethora of information 
and advice. 

As always you can contact me via my contact details 
below. 
Best Wishes 
Mike Brain 
County Councillor, Bidford & Welford Division 
mikebrain@warwickshire.gov.uk 


mikebrainuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Home: 01789 720728 
Mobile: 07980 308568 
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AVON 
ESTATES 


BRAND NEW RESIDENTIAL 
PARK HOME DEVELOPMENTS 


NO ESTATE AGENT FEES NO STAMP DUTY NO LEGAL FEES COUNCIL TAX BAND A 


An exquisite and sought after village location, just 5 miles from Stratford-upon-Avon, this residential 
park home development is situated on the banks of the river Avon, boasting large gardens, private 


dred tedhiespa fishing and boat moorings. Open Viewings Every Saturday & Wednesday. 


Letenry Riverside Linieng 


sh 
see 
= Situated on the very edge of the stunning Cotswolds, this new development has great transport links 
to Stratford-upon-Avon and Evesham and will offer buyers exceptionally high standards in a secure, 


Marston Edge gated community. Open Viewings Every Saturday & Thursday. 


sidential Park 


Luxury Living from £220,000 


FULLY FURNISHED 

PETS WELCOME 

PRIVATE BOAT MOORINGS 
GENEROUS PLOT SIZES 
EXCEPTIONAL LOCATIONS 
PERFECT FOR SEMI-RETIRED 
10 YEAR BUILD WARRANTY 
GATED & SECURE 
STUNNING VIEWS 


Avon Park, Warwick Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 ONS 
01789 299 492 info@avon-estates.co.uk 


Helping you 


to care 


If you provide unpaid emotional 
and/or physical care and support 
to a family member or friend, 
there is support available for 
your own health and wellbeing 


“TL have a job and fowily, but I also 
look after a loved one who couldn't 
cope without me" 


"T look after iy husband who has 
dewentia but I'm mindful I weed to 
take time for myself” 


Find out about support in 
Warwickshire 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/carers 


i | Warwickshire 
County Comet 


There is support if you, or someone you 
know, cares for a loved one. 


Adults 

If you are an adult caring for a loved one who 
has a physical or mental illness/disability, 
including dementia and substance misuse, 
please contact the Warwickshire Carer 
Wellbeing Service on 02476 632972 (opt 2) or 
go to www.carerstrusthofe.org.uk/warwickshire- 
carerwellbeing-service/ 


Under 18s 

A young carer is a child or young adult who 
cares for a loved one. If you are a young 
person or if you know of a young person who 
needs support please contact Warwickshire 
Young Carers on 024 7621 7740 or go to 
www.warwickshireyoungcarers.org.uk 


Parent carers 

If you're a parent caring for your child aged 
0-25 who has SEND, you can request a carer’s 
assessment. Warwickshire County Council on 
01926 410410. 


www.warwickshire.gov.uk/carers 
01926 410410 


Christmas 
Wine & Me 


I’m staring out of the window at a 
rather damp miserable looking day. 
It’s the first Monday of Lockdown 
2.0 and, to be honest, I just want to 
pop up the first of the many 
Christmas Trees that the husband has 
had to learn to tolerate me putting up 
in every downstairs room. However, 
I’ve been told “absolutely not!” by 
all of the boys in the house so ’m 
(holding off to mid November (!) 
and) contemplating what else I can 
arrange for the festive season. 

Once again, I’m flipping through 
Nigel, Nigella, Hugh, Gordon and 
Jamie wondering what new twists 
there are on the traditional Christmas 
Fayre. I would love to delight 
everyone with a novel Italian twist 
on the sprouts but, honestly, it 
simply won’t happen. 

I'd love to say that with the 
Christmas wine we’ll be adventurous 
but honestly, we won’t (picture that 
little smiling emoji with tears flying 
out on each side)! 

We do presents before lunch, the 
excitement on the boys faces is a 
memory that we cling to desperately. 
This early morning whirlwind of 
flying paper, whoops of joy and the 
hugs leaves you a little flat when it’s 
over. But without fail, my knight in 


Food and Drink 


PJs and slippers arrives with the 
chilled bubbles (rather partial to 
Cava in a Bucks Fizz) and the 
orange juice and we toast a Merry 
Christmas with our breakfast. 

We cook together, the boys set the 
table, the candles are lit. This year 
I’ve treated myself to Orange Spice 
ones from our local family making 
Willow & Honey. 

The Saint Emillion will be 
decanted, I can just imagine how 
the soft plummy flavours will linger 
and compliment the myriad of 

flavours coming from the Turkey, 
stuffing, bread sauce and gravy. 
Don’t ever be afraid of a red wine 
with Poultry! 

A chilled Sancerre to start with 
though, terribly unadventurous but 
classic and it never fails to make us 
smile a little when we take that first 
sip. That zingy freshness just wakes 
up the tastebuds! 

Then it’s a Rully for the man of 
the house. His favourite White 
Burgundy. Lesser known than 
Montrachet, Meursault and Chablis, 
Rully has a texture and freshness, 
almost citrus, blood orange flavours. 
It is a charmingly pure and 
meditative wine, perfect over a long 
lunch. 

A glass of Port of Leiths Tawny 
Port in front of the fire. (Martha’s 
Family Estate has been producing 
exquisite Tawny Port in the Douro 
Valley since the mid 18th century, as 
you know I love a back story with 
my wines). There’ll be (too much 
according to the husband) cheese, 
biscuits and the obligatory Quality 
Street tin. 

It’s been a hard year, my favourite 
quote; We are not all in the same 
boat, but we are all in the same 
storm.” Stay safe, check on your 
neighbours and be kind. 

Wishing you all Merry Christmas 
and A Happy New Year, 

Kerry 
kerry@churchstreettastings.co.uk 
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BARN 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon, 


The Bam spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, 


antiques and collectables. 


Kumon’s maths and English 
study programmes work to build 
your child’s confidence and inspire 
a passion for learning. 


Contact your local Instructor for a free assessment. 
Stratford-upon-Avon Study Centre 
Bob Mansfield 01789 772195 


Saturday classes now from 9.00am - 11.00am 


KUMC)N 


Fees vary. Please refer to your local study centre. ; ‘ 
ie : ss 01789 721 399, info@barnantique.co.uk, www.barnantique.co.uk 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 8RP 


New Builds / Extensions / Conversions 


M: 07972 203 422 

T: 01789 751 345 
Bits tS leg ttn: E: enquiries@avonarchitecture.co.uk 
= Couey Breast W: avonarchitecture.co.uk 


* Wi-Fi 
A lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful 


riverside village Py Weston on Avon within easy reach of 7 2a, n 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. | ba 4 | 
Bookings and Enquiries eal 
REGISTERED PRACTICE 


Telephone: 01789750688/07909227690 


E-mail: info@threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 
www.threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 


Community 


Welford Millennium Conservation Project 


Different times, different ways - A Millennium diary 


Twenty-five years ago, towns, cities and villages were 
already being encouraged to start thinking ahead as to 
how their community might mark the millennium. In 
some cities and airports giant clocks were already 
gnawing away at the 1990’s by counting down the 
seconds, minutes and hours until the end of the century 
and the dawn of 2000. 

So, let’s turn the clock back with this short Diary, 
based on my Parish News Letters from the time, which 
shows how an idea became a reality, thanks to the resolve 
and enthusiasm of the residents of Welford. 


1996 

In November 1996 Welford Parish Council was already 
being inundated with bulky mail and envelopes bulging 
with glossy brochures and a variety of literature 
showcasing products and ideas for our consideration. 
Commemorative benches, plaques, fancy village signage, 
flagpoles, village ponds and greens, commemorative tree 
planting — the suggestions were coming thick and fast but 
what did Welford want? 


1997 

The Winter months came and went and in April 1997 a 
Millennium Meeting was planned. Publicity involved 
Posters being displayed on village Notice Boards and a 
flyer was pushed through every letterbox. Parish 
Councillors needed to listen to the views of the residents, 
get their ideas and benefit from their local knowledge of 
village history and the aspects of village life which could 
be commemorated or even improved by the turn of the 
century. The lively meeting resulted in 32 suggestions 
which were shortlisted to seven to be put to consultation 
throughout the village. You could say, a Referendum! 

Inside the June issue of the then “Parish News” a 
Millennium Voting Slip was circulated giving every 
household the opportunity to make their choice. Shoe 
boxes were converted into sealed Voting Boxes and 
placed in local businesses ready for collection after the 
given deadline. Remember that although this was only 
25 years ago it was before the convenience of the 
internet. Different times, different ways. 

By July the residents had made their choice. The 
suggestion “Tidy-up the approach to the village at Binton 
Bridge” became our Millennium Project. “Tidy-up” must 
have been the understatement of the year given the 
amount of work which would be needed so it was just as 
well we were three years ahead of the game. 

Older residents will not need to be reminded that this 


area, on either side of the approach to Welford from the 
B439 was a neglected, overgrown site with silted up 
watercourses, dead trees and dense foliage, broken fences, 
no foot ways and a makeshift pull-in for vehicles and a 
convenient spot for fly tipping. Where to start? 

Seeing the complexity of the project it was evident that 
there would initially need to be a Feasibility Study and 
the formation of a core Millennium Action Team (MAT). 
Firstly, they needed to liaise not only with the two 
landowners but also with the neighbouring parish of 
Binton. At that time Welford’s parish boundary was in 
the middle of the River Avon, and not as it is today, at the 
B439. The expert knowledge of Binton Parish Councillor, 
Jo Hardiman, regarding all aspects of Warwickshire 
wildlife was gratefully accepted and benefited the project 
throughout. 

It was also necessary to carry out consultations with 
numerous official bodies, each with their own area of 
expertise and whose skills and input would be needed to 
carry things forward. Both the late District Cllr. Peter 
Barnes and the late County Cllr Brian Slaughter opened 
doors to appropriate departments and people and gave 
their support in many ways. Professional advice was 
willingly given by the National River Authority (now the 
Environment agency), Severn Trent Water, and 
Warwickshire Wildlife, to name but few. 

The late Reg Reed was willing to act as MAT 
Chairman from its inception and it was his expertise and 
leadership with an enthusiastic band of volunteers, 
initially including Barry Russell, John Cooper and the late 
Neil Bradshaw, which propelled the project along from 
the start. Countless face-to-face meetings, often on site, 
had the advantage that any potential problem could be 
seen in its setting rather than through lengthy descriptions 
by letter or ‘phone. Tweeting was left to the birds! 


1998 

On April 9th 1998 , Easter weekend, Mother Nature threw 
her hat in the ring. After days of torrential rain one of the 
worst floods in living memory occurred along the River 
Avon. It was more a case of “under Avon” then “upon 
Avon” as the village was cut-off by deep flood water 
reaching from Stratford to Binton Bridge and downstream 
to Bidford and beyond. Water meadows turned the area 
into a huge lake, animals had to be moved to higher 
ground whilst some caravans were evacuated with 
residents being assisted by Army personnel whom I 
believe “just happened to be stuck at The Four Alls”. 
Bless them! > 
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The Millennium Site turned into a swamp of rotting 
vegetation and debris. It was unable to act as a natural soak 
away and when the water levels slowly dropped it was 
obvious that work to the area was no longer just a project, 
it was a necessity. 


1998- 2000 

With the MAT team working hard behind the scenes the 
on-site physical work started in earnest. When Dereck 
Tribe had offered his support for the project and his wish 
to get involved he had confided to me that he was “not a 
committee sort of chap but wanted to get on with work on 
the ground”. Well, he certainly did that, assisted by local 
volunteers as well as groups of Community Service 
youngsters. They have all continued to play a major part 
in the successful continual maintenance of the Millennium 
Site. 

It was indeed a mammoth undertaking. Trees felled, 
watercourses cleared, surprising finds excavated from the 
swampy pond so that this wildlife asset could be restored, 
fencing replaced wildlife features added, the 
reinstatement of the historic osier bed, a “dipping 
platform” for use by children from Welford School who 
also took part in a bulb planting scheme, to bloom each 
Spring. An official car parking layby and footways were 
installed by the Highway Authority and the grass verges 
added to reflect this particular village feature. An 
incredible achievement. 


2000 

It was a fitting tribute when the project took First Prize in 
the 2000-2001 Village Ventures Competition organised by 
Warwickshire Rural Community Council. Immense 
thanks is due to everyone who “made it happen”. 


2001 

I was honoured to be invited to officially open the 
Millennium site on the 21st April 2001. 

The colourful Information Board sited on the western 
grass verge was designed and produced by local artist 
Robbie Robinson, a member of the MAT team. It shows 
the history of this historic area of Welford on Avon. 
Coming home to Welford today and crossing Binton 
Bridges this welcoming feature can be enjoyed by all. It is 
evidence of how a simple idea with the right community 
spirit and drive, when mixed with a love of our natural 
environment can lead to great things. 

But it didn’t end there! I have tried to describe what 
can now be considered to have been Phase 1. A future 
item in Matters Welford will tell you what happened next. 
Joy Frey 
Former resident and WPC Chair, 1994-2004 


Community 


Autumn Rescues 


We hope everyone is keeping well. 

We have carried on rescuing as before, taking in cats 
found in gardens, alleyways, streets and empty houses. 
There have been kittens, pregnant cats, cats left behind 
when owners moved and elderly or poorly cats. One 
mother cat had had 4 kittens in a field and was very 
protective of them so quite hard to catch. Luckily they 
were all really well and have found good homes. 

One dark night, we almost tripped over a cat carrier 
halfway up our path. Inside, were 2 frightened, skinny 
cats with severe skin problems. They have responded 
well to treatment and TLC and will be so pretty when 
their fur grows back. Now they are ready to go to new 
homes. We found one of them was chipped, but when we 
traced the owner, we found they had passed her on years 
before and didn’t want her back. 

At least the person who left them brought them to us, 
but it was just luck that they weren't out in the rain all 
night. We had another cat who had lived in a garden for 
months. She too was chipped but had been sold by her 
owner and then passed on and abandoned. It is sad that 
these cats get lost and homeless when once they had been 
well cared for. 

At least we feel we are doing some good in these 
difficult times. People tell us that taking on a cat has 
really helped them when isolating or not going out. 
Thank you to everyone who has dropped in cat food, 
newspapers, cat toys and bedding. We are really grateful. 
A small plea: no more duvets — thanks! At one point we 
had over 20 in the garage and couldn’t get in the door. I 
think everyone must be turning out. 

Let us hope that we can keep up with all the homeless 
cats now the weather is getting colder. We tend to get left 
with the more difficult cats now, the feisty, nervous or 
elderly which take up our spaces. But they all have their 
good points. They just need a little work. 

We even have one cat living down an old rabbit hole - 
we hadn't thought of using that! 

Rosemary Spicer 
avoncatrescue.org 
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Music 


The Local Music Scene 


Obviously with the new lock down upon us there is very 
little live music happening in the lead up to Christmas 
and the New Year and every possibility that those events 
that are scheduled may be cancelled or postponed. In fact 
I suspect there may not be much live music available at 
all until springtime next year. Consequently, I have not 
included a What's On section this time. Instead I have 
compiled a simple Christmas music quiz of songs with 
“Christmas” in the title. Personally although I like 
traditional carols I am not a great fan of christmas songs 
so the research for the quiz was done through gritted 
teeth but if you wait long enough before doing the quiz I 
am sure you will hear most if not all of these songs far 
too many times in the coming weeks on the radio, in the 
shops, in the street etc etc. Bah Humbug! 

Colin Winston 


The Meon Singers, Mickleton 


We are delighted to say that The Meon Singers are alive 
and kicking, even though we are unable to meet together 
to sing for the foreseeable future. 

For anyone who is not familiar with us, we are a local 
community choir (established over 40 years ago), based 
for most of that time in King George’s Hall in Mickleton. 
Under the expert guidance of our Music Director, 
Rebecca Mills, we put on two concerts a year in the hall 
and some performances at different venues. At this time 
of any normal year there would be just a few rehearsals 
to go before our Christmas concert, which was really 
well received last year, and we would be working very 
hard to make sure that the end result is a joyous occasion 
for all, audience and performers alike. Sadly, this will 
not be happening in this very strange year. 

This year we are keeping our voices (and, at the same 
time, our sense of being a part of a lovely group of 
people) up to scratch by having rehearsals on Zoom. 
These are led by Rebecca, who does a wonderful job of 
keeping us all engaged under unfamiliar and difficult 
conditions. 

We are looking forward to the time, which must 
eventually arrive, when we can meet and sing together 
again and are once more able to put on concerts. We are 
always happy to welcome new members to our friendly 
group — especially men, because we have a shortage of 
tenors and basses at the moment! We have no auditions 
so, if you just like to sing, do think about joining us. 
Contact details are on the website. 

The Meon Singers 
www.meonsingers.co.uk 


Christmas Song Quiz 


Can you name the artist or band? 
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| Wish It Could be Christmas Everyday (1973) 
Do They Know It's Christmas (1984) 

Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree (1962) 
Merry Christmas Everybody (1973) 

Last Christmas (1984) 

Blue Christmas (1964) 

Driving Home for Christmas (1988) 

| Believe in Father Christmas (1975) 
Christmas Lights (2010) 

White Christmas (1942) 

Happy Christmas (War is Over) (1971) 

All| Want for Christmas is My Two Front Teeth 
(1948) 


Wonderful Christmas Time (1979) 

I'm Walking Backwards For Christmas (1956) 
Lonely This Christmas (1974) 

All | Want For Christmas is a Beatle (1963) 
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas (1944) 
Christmas Time (Don't Let the Bells End) (2003) 
Christmas Alphabet (1955) 

All | Want For Christmas is You (1994) 

Merry Christmas Darling (1970) 

It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas 
(2012) 


Christmas Wrapping (1981) 
Merry Christmas Everyone (1985) 
Thank God It's Christmas (1984) 


Answers on page 17 


What's on in Welford 


Please check with societies or organisations if 


events are proceeding before venturing out 


Parish Council Meeting Dates are available at 
www.welfordonavon.com/events 


Love at Christmas 


and 


FN a 
THE LONG TABLE 


This Christmas the churches at Welford, Weston, 
Quinton and Long Marston are partnering with “The 
Long Table’ 
in order to provide Christmas Meals for those who 
would appreciate it. 

If you know anyone who will be alone this Christmas or 
someone for whom this Christmas may be difficult, 
please contact Ros on 01789 751546 or email 
revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com and we will make sure 
they receive a (frozen) Christmas meal and hamper 
which will include gifts for any children. 


How can I help? 


a) To add to the meal, we are looking for donations of: 
¢ Christmas puddings (small or large) 
* mince pies 
* cartons of custard or Brandy sauce (long life 
please). 
Please place your donation in the boxes outside: 
The Rectory, Church Lane, Welford-on-Avon 
2 Barton Fields, Welford-on-Avon 
18 Sycamore Gardens, Cotswold Vale 
35 The Fordway, Lower Quinton 
b) Each meal costs £5 and we would also like to 
purchase gifts to go with the meal, particularly for 
children and young people. If you would like to 
donate financially, please send a cheque payable to 
‘PCC of St Peter’s, Welford on Avon’ c/o Revd Ros 
Greenhalgh, The Rectory, Church Lane, Welford-on- 
Avon. 


Thank you and best wishes for Christmas 
Ros on behalf of the churches. 


Village Directory 


Parish Council 


Chairman, Welford Matters Liaison, 
Welford Sports Club Trustee 

Parish Council Clerk, 

Responsible Finance Officer 

Vice Chair, Planning 

Finance, Audit, Annual Accounts, 
Finance Process, Contracts 

Parish Council Website, Traffic, 
Speeding, Enforcement 

Rights of Way, Footpaths, Cress Hill, 
Parish Council Land Management 


Simon Carter 
Adele Street 


Jamie Hockaday 
Martin Lake 


Simon Carter 


Colin Barbour 


Village Maintenance, Flood Action Group Natalie Kennedy 
Remembrance Day, Annual Parish Meeting, Simon Carter 


Community and School Liaison, Publicity 
0771 521 1340 (office hours only please) 


welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


Community 
Allotments 


Linda Horrocks 
peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 


Art ele 
01789 750940 (Jill Rose) 


History Soc Ma 
01789 LaI6 ( rad Plimmer) 


Knitting for Crisis 
01789 750329 (Jan Harris) 


Oil Consortium 


01789 750793 (Glenis Dyer) 
ee com 


ore 
Welford spens Club 


07711 887805 (James Kimpton) 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


ling C 
ore 1B Club (Brian Quelch) 
Bowls Club 
01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) 


sss StS Ow Will Gough) 
william.gough99@btinternet.com 


Amenities 


Aspire caine & Hair 
01789 7500! 
sav otenverd ai en 


The Bell 
01789 750353 
thebellwelford.co.uk 


The Four Alls 
01789 751329 
thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 


ole Stores 
wae 750266 


Memorial Hall 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


Over 60s Club 
01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Scout & Guide Groups 
01789 750650 (Cathy Millwood) 


Welford Wives 
01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 


Police Community Support 
Officer 

Becky Morris 

07890 512300 


Safer Neighbourhood Team 
alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 


Golf Course 
01789 751007 


uniors Football Club 
7713 070622 (Andy Newton) 
andrew.newton@adeptmanagement.com 


Seniors Football Club 
07833 545474 (Jack ray 
murt_jack@hotmail.co.u 


Vets Football - The Fat Dads 
07711 887805 tne Kimpton) 
jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


Methodist Church 
Rev Audrey Simpson 
01789 267971 
revaes@googlemail.com 


St Peter's Church 
Rev Ros ee 
01789 75154 


The Shakespeare 
01789 75038 


Welford Butchers 
01789 751566 
welfordbutchersanddeli@gmail.com 


Welford Garage 
01789 750200 


Please direct all advertising Aue: to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


